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HALDIMAND TO SINCLAIR.

QUEBEC 10th Augt 1780.

SiR,— In my letter of the 18™ Ultimo, I acknowledged
the receipt of your Dispatch dated the 29" of May, my
wishes upon the material parts of its contents having been
communicated to you by my letters of the 17" of April
& 16™ of July, there remains but a few articles to be an-
swered.

In regard to the Prisoners you already have, & those
which may hereafter be brought in, those who are Spanish
Soldiers must be sentdown to save your Provisions but from
the barbarous treatment of our Prisoners by the Rebels in
many Instances particularly in that of Lieut Gov* Hamilton
& the Troops taken with him (who are still confined in Dun-
geons) upon scanty & unwholesome Provisions, and their
obliging many (even in the character of Gentlemen) to work
for their maintenance, I have given orders to the Command-
ing officers of the Several Posts to employ the Rebel Pris-
oners in whatever work they may be most useful, if neces-
sary under a guard, allowing them a full ration & pay equal
to the Soldiers, who are employed as Labourers — which is
to be applied to Cloathe them.

The air and exercise will preserve their health, & there
cannot be a doubt of their being treated with Humanity.

You will please to observe the same at Michilimackinac,
for which your situation of the Island is favourable, but if
your Prisoners should multiply so as to be inconvenient
those who are most troublesome send down to Montreal.

I approve entirely of your sending Captains of Militia to
St. Josephs, La Bay & St. Mary’s, upon the terms you pro-
pose, convinced you will make choice of such as will observe
your Instructions.

I herewith send you one Hundred Printed Bills, persuaded
that I shall see no more of them return here, than the neces-
sities of the Service absolutely require.

In one of your letters of the 29" of May You say I can
hardly suppose that passes will be granted for Lake Supe-
rior or Lake Huron independent of this Post,after the irreg-



